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TAPE 1/SIDE 1

PROSKY: ThisisIdaPrasky. IGn interviewing PatTaffe Driscall for the Overbeck Prgectat my home,
306 Ninth StreetSE, and the date is Jaruary 19, 2006. Pat youOe livedin Washington along time. You

movedto Washington and cameto Cagtol Hill. Sowhendid you first cometo livein DC?

DRISCOLL: | cameto Washington when | hadfinished eighth grade, in 1945. | came hereto starthigh
school. | wasborn in asmall village in Minnesota, called Graceville, where my father wasa veterinarian
and mom wasa nurse. They separatedand | cameto Washington with my mom. She had beenhere
severalyearsbefore, working reviewing medcal records for the VA for World War |1, which paid more
thanaregular nursing job in Minnesota. And | remaned to fi nish eighth grade with my class, staying with
my aunts so | could graduate with my class, but started high school here.At this point mother was

warting to have our own apartment, but pegple would not rernt to womenwith adolescent daughters
PROSKY: Why?

DRISCOLL: | guess they thought the girls would getinto trouble after school. And it wasjust

impossible to find a house or anapartmert to rernt atthat point. So, Mother undertook to take over a
rooming house business, run arooming house at 1818 N Street NW. Just off Dupont Circle on N. It wasa
threestory, big, wide house, with anumber of rooms. And they were rentedto Geargetown studerts, to

Ogvermmert girls.O
PROSKY: How mary roomsdid you say it had?

DRISCOLL: Oh E two E say eight, nine. Nine rooms, not counting the bathrooms, which were atthe
end of the hall. It wasmy job to cleanthemon Saurdays, and wipe down the stairs. And Motherand | did
the laundry, and she used a mangle for the first timeto get the shees all nice. We would bring the shees

up and they would change their own beds and they kept their own rooms neatand clean
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: Or not. But that waswhat we did when| wasin high school. And then Mother E
PROSKY: Where did you go to high school ?

DRISCOLL: Oh, | wert to Immaculate Concegtion Academy;, ICA.

PROSKY: Where wasthat?

DRISCOLL: Which wasat 1554 Eighth StreetNW, which wasEighth and Q, realy. Whichis whereE

whenthey sold that to the Archdiocese and Fideshouse wasthere for a number of years And now itOs
2
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still acommunity certer. But atthe timel had never seen Daughtersof Charity of St. Vincert De Pad

before. They are the oneswith the big E
PROSKY: Wings. Yes

DRISCOLL: And they were good educatbrs and got me involvedin theaer. Really, therewasa Sister
Madeline who built sets ard climbedladders ard E

PROSKY: Oh, thatDsvonderful

DRISCOLL: And | think it wasthrough herinfluencethat| wantedto go to Catholic UniverstyOdrama
Departmert when| graduated

PROSKY: What wasthe racial climate of Wadhington like atthat time?

DRISCOLL: The school itself waswhite. Therewere afew Hispanic kids, and anew Philippine girl

camein whenl wasa sophomare or junior. And she and | becamefriends.
PROSKY: Were the bussesintegrated? WeQOrgalking about the 4003 guess.
DRISCOLL: Thiswould be just after the war and E

PROSKY: They wereintegated, the busseswere?

DRISCOLL: They wereintegrated, and black pecple didnOhave to sit in the back They satwherever.
But therewerenOtary atthis school E not asintegrated. This school hadkids from Southwesg, when
therewere still housesdown there, before they did the urbanredevelopmert. And | rememkber hearing
themtalk about their grandmother having to leave her house because the redevelopmert peple were
coming. And the local people wererDtoo happy about it, eventhough, apparertly, they got half-way
decert pricesfor their homes But they didnOtike to have to move. | rememter at one point anun who
had beenthe principal of my elemertary school came to Washington for some conference and she came
overto visit us, and she wasjust amazd having riddenthe bus from Catholic University to our house on
N Street. She had never seenblack peple before. And this wasthe time whennylon hadfirst come out
and girlslikedmaking sheerblousesof nylon thatyou realy could seethrough in various colors. But she
cameand she E | remember her commerting, OB&ck all the way down their arms, all the way up their
armsO(laughter) And she wasamazed And that surprised me because by then| wassophisticaed enough

to know that black peaple were black.
PROSKY: (Laughter) Black

DRISCOLL: And for oncel wassmarter than Sister Ulrie. (Laughter)
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PROSKY: Sowheredid you go to calege?

DRISCOLL: | did take the examat GW, the SATs, in therain. And E wasvery arxiously awaiting
word and | got into Catholic Universty speechand dramadepartmert.

PROSKY: You were thereata wonderful time, at Catholic Universty. Walter Kerr wasthere
DRISCOLL: Walter Kerr.

PROSKY: Alan Schmeider.

DRISCOLL: Alan Schneider wasthere. And Father Hartke wasthere

PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: Soit wassort of ahigh point of the drama departmert. It wasa great deal of fun.
PROSKY: You hadawonderful opportunity to go to Paris. Do you wart to talk about that?

DRISCOLL: | do wart to talk about that, but before that| needto let you know when| took the exam,
the ertrance exam We lived near Dupont Circle. But by thenmy mother had found a house at 718 15"
StreetSE, from anltalianfamily. How she conneciedwith them in particular| really donOknow. But
they weremoving to the suburbs, and so we movedinto their house about the time | started undergraduate
school. And so | would take the 90 streetar up to the Old Post Offi ce near Union Station and then
trarsfer to the 80 to getto Catholic. And thenafter rehearsals or at 10:30 or 11, | Odake the bussesback

on home,

PROSKY: Soyou were going all the way aaoss the city, you know, at night?
DRISCOLL: And nobody thought anything of it. It was E

PROSKY: Very safe?

DRISCOLL: It wasnot a particularly dangeraus thing. | wasusually pretty tired, but it wasa finetime.
And thenin lateryeas | knew erough kids who livedin differert areasof Southeas that IOdbftenget a

ride home.
PROSKY: Soyou did a number of shows at Catholic Univerdty, did you?

DRISCOLL: | more worked backstage than on stage. | wasfrom theN from the high school experierce, |
wasa pretty good stage carperter and painter ard also macke costumes Worked with Joe Lewis, the

costumer, who livedon Capitol Hill. Just off Eighth Streetand on the street that AlbertoOss on. He was



Ruth Ann Overbeck Cagtol Hill History Prgect
Paricia Taffe Driscdll interview, January 19-20, 2006

anealy Hill resdert, livedherefor many, mary yeas. Those were good years but the racial climate was
E
PROSKY: Whatwasit like at Catholic Universty in clases?

DRISCOLL: There wererQall that mary black students. And | remember very oftenwe would go the
WylieOsfter rehearsl for someting to eat And sometimesthey didnOmake a big deal out of it and

sometimesthey did, ah, when weOdhave ablack student along with us.
PROSKY: Oh, | see.OK.

DRISCOLL: And | canremember on occadon sitting in the car with a guy named Alex Bussey while the
other guys hadtheir ice cream And thenthey brought us someting to eat But it wasE | think the
students ard the faculty werecomfortabe with peagple of color. But not very mary choseto cometo
Catholic in the early fifties although it wamOhampered. There wasAlexin dramaand there wasthe guy

in my class who becameaphysician | canvisualizehim but I canOremember his name.
PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: Cauwse he wasa biology major Soit wasjust sort of therebut it wasnot abig dealduring

those years

PROSKY: Do you wart to talk about Paris now?
DRISCOLL: Oh, thark you.

PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: Afterl graduatedin drama. When| wasasenior, | first really got to know a bit about
settlemernt houses | didnOevenknow they existed, and my first accuaintance waswith Christ Child

House, whichis at Sixth and E
PROSKY: Massaclusetts.

DRISCOLL: Massachusetts, which is now some decaatorOshowcas or someti ng, but atthetime
Father Hartke akedif | would like to go and directthe Christmasplay for Christ Child House. | said
whatO<Christ Child House?And so he explainedit had beensetin mation, creaktd, by awomannamed
Mary Virginia Merrick, M-E-R-R-1-C-K, who wasa hig dealin Catolic Charities She also hadthe
Opportunity Shop in Geargetown, on Wisconsin.

PROSKY: OhyeahE | rememberthatin Geargetown.
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DRISCOLL: And it wasoriginally setup to provide help for the Italianimmigrarts, who had cometo do
the terrazzowork in the Cagitol. Sothatthey could leam E so the womencould lean English and the

kids could learnvarious arts and crafts and stuff. And thenthey gradually added a gym in the back, which

wasone of the early Golden Glovestraining things for boxing.
PROSKY: Oh, thisis Christ Child House?

DRISCOLL: Yeah

PROSKY: | never knew this.

DRISCOLL: For boys who likedto box. And 1Gn not into boxing and wasnOtat the time. But it wasa
greatresourcefor kids in the neighborhood. And it wasa fun place And therewasa big boardroom

acress the front. And | got to know some of the kids. And thenwrote a Christmasplay.
PROSKY: Soyou wrote the play and directedit?

DRISCOLL: | wrote the play and directedit, and my mother mace the costumes And it wasa great
succes. And everybody wasrealy delighted and | found someting that wassort of intereging. And at
the time of graduation, a number of my friends wert off to New Y ork to try their hand attheater. And |
wert to graduate school N the National Catolic School of Social SeniceN to geta degreein social work,
because it seanedfor methatthe combination wasright. With theaer you have to realy know ard
undergard your character ard the inner dynamicsthat make themactthe way they do. And thatDsvhat

youOraiming atin social work, too.

PROSKY: ThereOs connection betweentheatr and settlemert housesfrom Jare Hull in Chicagp, right

on down.

DRISCOLL: Yes Just fairly recertly, Bill and | visitedHull House in Chicagp and saw whereshe had

done her plays. | feel like E sort of in that tradtion.
PROSKY: Okay. Paris!

DRISCOLL: Pars! Okay. | wasin my second yea of graduate work in social work, and wasworking at
the NIH, with the National Institute of Mertal Health with Fritz Red, and severely emationally disturbed
kids. And | would take a street car, the 30, to the end of the line and thena bus. And it wasabout a two
hour commute, ard | would sperd threedays a week thereard the other two in class at Catholic. And |
got homefrom this long trek one night and my mother hadleft a note on the piano saying, QAlan

Scheider warts you to go to Paris with him in Skin of Our Teeth.O

PROSKY: (Laughter)
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DRISCOLL: And it wasApril FoolOsiight, and | thought she wasrealy giving me a hardtime. Sol
went and woke her up, because by thenit wasabout eleven | hadgottenoff atnine, it wasafter eleven
And she said, ONo, no.OAnna May Brady, the secretary at Catolic Universty, had caled ard said that
Alanhadrememberedmy playing the part of the baby mammah at Catholic, whenwe haddone the play

with FrancesSternhagen. It wasonly a minor part and he wanted meto comeand do it there
PROSKY: Now what wasthe cad of that show that went to Paris?

DRISCOLL: Well, E |

PROSKY: Thes arefamaus namesin the theater.

DRISCOLL: But | didnOhave to try out for the New Y ork one becaise he rememberedthe tryout at
Catolic. | wasin the DramaDepartmert, but | wantedto write. And he said, Of ou carDwrite unless you
aregoing to act You carQwrite for theaer unless you aregoing to act And | wart you to come and try

out for it, the part of baby mammoth.O

Now, everybody else hadbeen cag: faculty member Bill Graham for Mr. Antrobus, and Frances
Sterrhagen wasthe Sahbina, and one of the other students wasMrs. Antrobus. And everybody wassitting
in this classroom, and | hadto be a baby mammoth crawling on the fl oor, hands and knees saying QtOs
cald, itOsold,Omy one line, which got repeatd severaltimes And finally one of my clasmatesreached
out a patted me on the head And that got methe part And | guess Alanrememberedthat and how | had
doneit. Sq, all the cag wastherein New York. | did my finals. | wrote my blue books on the train to New
York.

PROSKY: Oh, my goodness.

DRISCOLL: Mailedthem back and startedright in rehearsng. And atthe veryfirst rehearsl, the chairs
werein acircle on a stage with just a work light. And most peaple weresort of struggling with their lines
HelenHayeswould hold her book out and the text and try to get her bifocals adusted so she could readit.
She waswonderful ard E

PROSKY: Geage Abbot.
DRISCOLL: Geage Abbot wasMr. Antrobus. And he wasgruff and Mr. Antrobusy, and very E
PROSKY: And who wasthe maid?

DRISCOLL: Mary Martin wasthe maid. Mary Martin wasthe only one who wasOtasially dressed.
This wasthe period of Ann Fogarty dresseswith the many, mary petticoats, out. And she hadnot only
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brought with her a feather duster, but she had memorizedall herlinesin thefirst act And so she would

getup and walk around. Everybody else s sitting theretrying to follow along in the play and E
PROSKY: Thisisthefirst readthrough?

DRISCOLL: Thisisthefirst readthrough and sheis not readng, sheis acting, and she is walking around
playing with pegple with her feather duster ard being very distracing and very cute, and very amoying.
And she had her linesand they were well done. But she never got any better. She stayed at thatlevel
throughout the performarce, which caused some problems. Miss Hayeswasnot great, but every day she
got better and better. And later on, still in rehearsl E the womanwho playedthe dinosaur and IN she
wasa blackwoman Viney Borroughs, who wasa wonderfully talerted actress, and who hasdone a
number of one-manshows, did one at St MarkOshot too long after that, maybe tenyeard weOdseen
Miss Hayes you know, watching us, talking to us, out the window. And one time she would wipe the, not
dust, but the maisture, off the inside of the window. Othertimesshe would straightenup a plart, and
another time she tried differert bits of business to see what would work bed. She wasalways, always
working. And her characterization of eath mother and Mrs. Antrobus got deeper and richer with each
day, until by the time we got into performarce, it wasjust amazing. She could be off stage just chatting
away with somebody in the secand actin a wheelchair from Atlartic City. We hadarealwheelchair, a

rolling chair E what did they call it? No not a wheelchair.
PROSKY: One of those rolling chairs. A boardwalk chair.

DRISCOLL: A boardwalk chair, thatDsvhat | meart, not awheelkhair. And sheOde sitting during
somelody elseOsime. And she would be chatting away but she would hear her cue and immedately bein

character, right there And the professionalism wasmarvelous.
PROSKY: How long wereyou in Paris, how long did you stay?

DRISCOLL: We werein Paris atthe Theate Samh Bernhard, which is a rock music house now, for
almost amonth. | was21. The first two weeks we reheasedin JeanLouis Barraut Theatre way off
somewhere. And it waswonderful to get on the Paris Metro and know that you were going to work. You
werenQjfust atourist, you weregoing to work! And you triedto make sure that you wert to the bathroom
before you left the hotel because there wasone bathroom. And it wasopenair atthe top and atthe far end

of the alley.
PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: (Laughter) And everybody E You know it wasjust E
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PROSKY: Not what Americars areusedto.

DRISCOLL: Not what Americans were usedto. But we mamaged and, you know, we got to be good

friends. The company got along very well.
PROSKY: Did you fly over?

DRISCOLL: Weflew over. And flew backhome again. But while we were there, on opening night, it
waswonderful. They hadthe bed French Champagne. And | waspretty much ateetotaler after prior
experiencesin my family. And | just wouldnOtry ary of the wonderful Champagne or wine, desite
much persuason. But | was unfortunately, adamart. ThatO®nereget | have (laughter) about it, but it
wasreally quite amarvelous experience. The lesser people hadtheir dressing rooms on the third fl oor, off
theN Miss Hayes and Miss Martin and Mr. Abbott were on the first floor. And minor pecple E Mary
MartinOslaughter Heather playedthe young girl. And | Qe totally forgottenwho played Herry. [ed: Don
Murray] But he wasarealy method actor, and he would go onto the stage half anhour before curtain and
heOdbe getting into his role, which caused minor conflict with some of the French stagehands, whose
duty it wasto use something like aflit gun with perfume to spray the theatr. They sprayedthe stage with

thislovely perfume.

PROSKY: Why?

DRISCOLL: For the acors. To honor the actors.

PROSKY: Oh, my goodness.

DRISCOLL: And so you have this wonderful E

PROSKY: | never heardthat! (laughter)

DRISCOLL: It wasgreat But Herry would be there getting himself all wound up to be the bad boy.
PROSKY: Uh-huh.

DRISCOLL: And (laughter) the perfume didnOtelp him, his proces.

PROSKY: Soyou actually hadthat experiencein a French theatr of clattering down all those stairs.
DRISCOLL: All those stairs.

PROSKY: In your mammoth costume.
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DRISCOLL: In my mammoth costume. And from our dressing room window we wereup high and the
structure that wasnext to the Sarah Bernharad wasthe Tour SanJacaues whichisjust atower of St

Jacaues And we were eyehall to eyeball with the gargoyleson top.
PROSKY: Oh. (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: Realy, you know, you wartedto stay in the dressing room cause it wasso neat And it just

workedout very well.
PROSKY: Whenyou cameback E

DRISCOLL: Before | got backN they usedthe same costumethat | had hadat Catholic Universty that
Joe Lewis had made with this elagic headand heawy canvasand some kind of fleecything thatlooked
like anelephart or baby mammath skin. A wooly mammoth. And with corset stays holding it out to be
big. And thenthey figured a better way to get my back straight wasto put plungersin the front for my
front legs with the handlescut off and cross piecesso that my back stayed straight. And | realy did look
like ababy mammoth. But they didnOtike the color, so insteadof dyeing it, they just put on anotherload,
awhole layer of heawy fleecy matrial. Soit got awfully hot in there And they figured out thatif they got
anicebagE They macde me abonnet, and they tiedanicebagon topN tiedunder my chin and on top.
And thenthey put anicebagon my cheg and my back aswell asmy headto keepme from keelng over
in therebecause it wasso hot. And one of my regonsibilitieswasto go ard E | didnOhave to take the
icebags, but hadto retrieve them from the regaurart around the corner. And one day when| wasgoing in
to getmy icebags, | saw alittle Frerch boy, maybetenor eleven talking with his mother and rubbing the
front of his teeth and saying, Qe peaude nos derntsO the Okin of our teethO.He couldnOget that idiom,

atall.
PROSKY: (Laughter) Oh, thatOdunny.

DRISCOLL: Ancther, sort of intereging thing that happened was| mack the front page of the theatr

secton of the New York Times
PROSKY: Oh, my goodness!

DRISCOLL: Because aspart of publicity, they took the dinosaur and me to the Paris Zoo. Now the Pais
Z00 hasmoats to keepyou from the animals and alow wall. And in my costume, my facemostly looks
down. And | canOseevery well and | move on all fours. Now the dinosaur is standing up, and she can
see.And therewasanew realbaby elepharnt and they thought it would be greatto get publicity pictures

Sotheyput E theyliftedus over and E

10
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PROSKY: They liftedyou over the moat?

DRISCOLL: Over the moat, over the fence, and the little elephart wasthere and they weretaking their
pictures And the mother elephart cawght sight of us, and came charging over ard | didnOknow what was
happering. Viney Burroughs saw the elephart coming and took off overthe moat, but | couldnOsee and
inside the costume| couldnOhearthe publicity people caling to me. They finally hadto climb overthe

moat and lift me over the well. The mather elephart only pulled off my tail.
END OF TAPE 1/SIDE 1
TAPE 1/SIDE 2
PROSKY: Oh, my goodness.

DRISCOLL: Skin of our Teeth wasreally importart for mein alot of ways. It taught me a number of
things. One, that | knew that| had a certain amaunt of talert, but it waslimited And | thought thatyou
hadto berealy talented and realy wart theaer more thananything in your life and you hadto have realy
good luck. And | knew my talert wasokay, but more importartly, | knew | didnOtealy, realy wart it
more thanarything. There were other things. And social work wasone of the things, working to help
others that wasmore importart to methandevoting my life to theaer. And | think one of the things that |
learred from that show wasE There were several conveerersfor the secand actwho were hiredin New
York to go with us. They were from my pergective of 21, old womenat 35, maybe. And they really
wartedto be in the theaer more than anything in the world. And they just wererOwery talerted They
could scareely projectaline, but didnOseem to know it. Very unlike FrancesSterrhagen, who was

exceedngly skilledand undergudiedboth Helen Hayesand Mary Martin.
PROSKY: Soyou came home and decided to be a social worker. Canyou talk about some of the E
[commerts about the tape recorder]

DRISCOLL: But about the theater part, seeing these two young womenwho werequite unhappy with
their livesand always complaining about someting made me know that you needE It hasto be more
thanjust warting to be in the theater. And it wasa hard, painful kind of thing to see But Skin wasreally
importart to me and in a number of ways. After we got home, we did the show herein Washington. We

didit in Chicag after Washington, and thenin New Y ork.
PROSKY: Soyou touredwith this, | didnOrealzeit.

DRISCOLL: Yeah And then| went backto graduate school in Segember. Soit wasreally that whole

summaer of 1956. And we would pick up extra conveerersfor the Atlartic City scerein Actll. You

11
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always needextra conveerers And a couple of them werelaw studerts from Gearge Washington
Universty. And one of them wasareally niceguy. And he kept saying, GPat 10w got this frierd. HeOs
short, heO#rish and heO<€atolic and youOdealy like him.OAnd | kept saying, OSme other time Ol
wasOreally interesed But Bud Ansel hada party atN oh, whatis the apartmertN Arlington Towers
across the river. And Miss Hayesand Miss Martin and Mr. Abbott didnOtome, but everybody else did.
And it wasrealy aneatparty. And therewasthis guy, who washis friend. And | didnOknow this wasthe

person he hadhadin mind. And we spent alot of the evening talking.

It wasinteresing too, becaise | wasinterviewed, hometown girl in the show, by Kathy Zadraveck from
the Post ard 10 forgottenthe young marOsame from the Daily StarN no, the News, the Star ignored
us. J. Carmody [Stareritie] likedthe show, here Cole, Richard Cole said an Offy Operformance. We never
could quite figure out what|-F-F-Y meart. But we did it atthe National ard it wasfun. And | metmy
future husband!

And Viney Bourroughs wasstaying with me, the dinosau, and one of the other gals from the show, who
had gone home with somelody else. But Viney and | weregoing home, and Bill off eredto give us aride.
And it wasabout 2:30 AM, and we areleaving the next day for Chicagp. And we go by the Lincaln
Memorial and Viney who, remember, is black said, O ou know, |Oe neverseenE Could we go see
Mister Lincoln?OAnd, so we pulledup right in the front. And started out of the car and we are part way
up the steps, and coming down the steps wasprobahlly the only African American ParkSeaviceguy in the

country atthattime.
PROSKY: Oh, my goodness!

DRISCOLL: There wererOwery mary black Park Rargers and Viney wasvery effective ard she said,
O, 1O never seenthe GreatEmarcipator and | amleaving in the morning and | would realy like to see
him.OANd so he said, GDkay, ditch the car.OHe said it, probally, more nicely. GAnd come on back.OANnd

for aminute and a half, two minutes he turnedthe lights on for us.
PROSKY: Oh, my.

DRISCOLL: At threeAM. And it waswonderful, realy magcal. Sothatyou could readthe inaugural
stuff. And thenBill brought us home. The Park Service guy said, GGetout of here OBut it wasavery
mag cal kind of moment, and so Bill drove us home.And we wert on to Chicag, where the air
conditioning failedin the theaer on operning night. Adlai Stevernson wasthere. And finally all the menin
the audiencetook off their jackets. It wassweltering. They hadtwo little air conditioning unitsin for Miss

Hayes maybe three. Mr. Abbott probably got one too, but Miss Hayesand Miss Martin had little air
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conditionedrooms. And they unzippedthe back of me and | wassort of spreadout in front of the air

conditioner.
PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: (Lawhter) Before going on. | lookedlike a bearrug or something before going on. But it

wasa greatshow and we all realy got quite close.
PROSKY: Sowhendid you seeBill Driscall again?

DRISCOLL: Not until after grad school started, after New Y ork and then after doing it on TV with
Walter Cronkite.

PROSKY: Oh, you did thislive on television?

DRISCOLL: YeaH wedid it live. But by then, Mary Martin wasbackin her Peter Panmode. | havenOt
said anything atall about Alan Schneider, who wasour director, who waswonderful, whom | knew well
from Catholic University, who wert on E Who atthe timewe were in Pais, wasconnecting with
Beckett, and wasgetting reads to do Waiting for Godot on Broadway thatfall. So, he had other thingsin
the wings, but he workedrealy hard with Mary Martin to get herto try to be the bitchy seductress, Lily
Satina Fairweather. And she warted to be sweetard light and Peer Pan And she just E she could do it,
but she didnOwart to. And so, she wasfighting with Alanalot of thetime. Everybody else wasfine. But

when she got back for the television, she mack sure she had her own director, Vincert Donohue.
PROSKY: Aha.

DRISCOLL: And fired Alan And got him fired, and so we wereall sort of E

PROSKY: Alan | remember, wasnot atelevision direcior though. He didnOdo ary television E

DRISCOLL: He wasexcitedabout doing it. And these werethe funny old-fashionedtelevisions,
monstrously huge. And he wasexcitedto be E He always wore that Russian, the Greekfi shermanhat
And he wasso excited about doing it and then quite disappointed We also metArt Buchwald whenwe

werein Pais. He came ard chatted up the stars It wasareally fun time.
PROSKY: Yeah
DRISCOLL: But to getbackto E

PROSKY: So, | know youOe had a distinguished careerin your field. Would you talk about some of the

positions youOe held and someto the ideasyouOee tried to pursue in those?
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DRISCOLL: OK. Well, when| cameback| took my secand yea of graduate study. And it really was
great And | felt that| wasdoing the right thing. | wasaskedto stay on at NIH by Fritz Red, who wasone
of theleadng psychologists, who got out just aheadof Nazi Germany. And he wrote Children Who Hate
ard Controls From Within. He did alot of work with emationally disturbedboys and alot of his

pioneering work about life spaceinterviewing and direct intervertion whichis still usedtoday.
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: Pele keepredscovering it and giving it new namesbut itOghe samething. It drivesme
nuts that they donOsstay with the name.

PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: But | hadrealy cometo like the idea of the settlemert house. And Christ Child, where |
had done thatbit of work asa senior and they had off ered me a position before NIH did. And | think the

money wasjust about the same.
PROSKY: Sowhatdid you do for Christ Child House?

DRISCOLL: | really helpedintegateit. | got my undergraduate degree in O8, and my magersin social
work in 1956, and wert immedately to Christ Child House wherel wasthe staff group worker. And one
of the things that| workedvery hardat wasgetting small girlsN eight, nine, ten, yearoldsN in a cooking
class. And we hadblackkids and white kids in the cooking class. And that wasunheard of. But the kids
all sort of likedit and it wasfine with them. | got to know all the parerts. | macde home visits beforehand
so that peagple would know. And it realy workedvery well. | also wasin charge of the summer camps,
where we hadintegrated groups of kids. And weOaften go to Fort Washington and do hide-and-seek ard
play down by the water. And | remenber one summer we had a beadiful little Indianboy, who was
maybe seven, namedAnil. And he wasjust about to fall into the Paomac, which waspretty polluted,
evenback then And | grabtbedonto a treeard grabbed him with the other hand and pulled him back. |
hadhOtakentime to notice that the treewasnearly wound round with poison ivy. And | got horrible
poison ivy. And the end of camp ceremony Anil said, GAnd Mi ss Pat always said not to touch poison ivy,
ard thenshe went and got it!tOANd everybody sort of laughedand grinned. | also formedthe first serior

citizers group atthat agercy.
PROSKY: There wasa nursery school there wasnOthere?

DRISCOLL: No, not atthattime. There wasan arts and crafts teacter, who wasvery good. And when

the kids would gettoo loud, she would turn her hearing aid off. She wasvery old lady. And the boysin

the gym did alot of basketball and all sorts of stuff like that And that waseasly and readly integrated.
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There wasno diffi culty with the boysOntegration, but with the girls there wasa bit more. And we were

realy working quite actively to have it happenand it did. And it waswonderful.
PROSKY: Over a period of how long did that take?

DRISCOLL: It wastwo, two and a half years When| haddone my first yearof field work for social
workN school, excuse meN | wasin the Geargetown Neighborhood House. And there were a few kids E
blackkidsintegated There wasan after school program there, and a day care program. And actually it
wasn Ot few, they weremore active overin Geargetown with having a more integrated program. And this
just seemedhe way to go. And the kids at NIH with Fritz Red weremixed. And you know, it just
seemedE Having grown up with Germanard Irish and Swedsh ard Norwegan, but all white, | donOt
think that| had ever seenablack person until maybe whenwe visitedthe citiesof Minneamlisand St
Pau, when! was you know, a kidN would notice about eight or nine or ten But certinly in my little

village therewerethe Praedans and Caholics ard that wasit.
PROSKY: How long wereyou in Christ Child House?

DRISCOLL: | wastherefor about two years And then Bill hadbeendrafted and wasin the Army ard

we were writing lettersand we got mariedover here at St PeerO®n Jaruary 4, 1958.
PROSKY: Oh, my goodness!

DRISCOLL: Almost, just pag 48 years Sart of amazing whenyou E

PROSKY: Yeahitis.

DRISCOLL: DoesnOtean thatlong. DoesiOseem thatlong agp.

Sowe wert thento California, wherehe wasin the Army, with the Judge Advocate Genrerals Corps. He
had gottendrafted the day after he took the bar exam. He knew that that wasthe way it wasgoing to be,
becatuse one of his colleagieOsincle wason the draft board And he knew that aslong asJerry wasfree,
he would be free, and they both got nailedthe next day. Sowe hadalovely first year and half, two years

of our mariace.
PROSKY: Why did you come back to Washington?

DRISCOLL: We came backwith with Stephenin the backerd of a Volkswagen, not a bus, alittle bug.
And we padded all the boxesand thenput in the port-a-crib mattress and so Stephenhad a placeto be. He
wasabout eight months old whenwe came back. And | washomewith the childrenand for a while and

Bill wasworking for the goverrmert. And it wasvery converiert because we could E
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PROSKY: Now how did you find the house you bought?

DRISCOLL: We hadbeenliving in Naylor Gardens for alittle while. And after David wasborn in 1960
we realizedwe needed more space, and needed a house. And my mom wasbecaming more forgetful and
neeced more care Sowe thought we would get a bigger enough house so that she could stay with us
becatuse she had beenliving by herself all thistime.Sowe were driving around Captol Hill. My mother
ard | hadlivedon Fifteerth Street

PROSKY: Why did you choose Cagtol Hill to look?

DRISCOLL: Because it wasin the city and we realzed while we livedin alovely placein Monterey
County in Pcific Grove, the next town to Monterey, enjoyedthe seak and the ice plarts and the ocean
we didnOenjoy the fact that therewasno news. | remember being stunned Russia hadinvaded Pdard,
and the headines threeinch, were (Debbie leaesEddieCor CEddie leavesDebbie Ol donOknow which
one, which way it wert (laughter). We missedthe world. It wasvery lovely, but veryisolated, so it was

greatthat we had that opportunity to find out that was® the placefor us.
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: We neededto be somegace else, ard Bill hada job atthe Court of Claims. He had actually
come back whenwe were out thereand locatedthe position while | wert to the first MontereyJazz

Fedival, with Army friends from JAG.
PROSKY: How did you find the house on Cagpitol Hill?

DRISCOLL: You keepgoing backto that (laughter). We were driving sort of around the neighborhood
and just looking and we had stopped and looked at various open housesand then we saw this big house
on Fifth Street And we werejust E No, it wanOin front of our house where we live now, it wasfront of
another house. And we raninto Josephine Turner, who wasa real edate broker. And she said, (o][v) just
closing this house OANnd she saw one small child and another infant in the car, and she said, OB 1Oe got
the house for you. 1tOsa big house and | know youQll like it. Why donOtyou go?OAnd she gave us the
address. QAnd tell them that | sert you,0and so we did. And the womanwho openred the door wasnamed

Lynn de Beck She wasayea or two behind meat Catholic U.
PROSKY: Ho, my goodness!

DRISCOLL: She and her husband ard a couple of kids wereliving there.And she said, GDh Pat 1&n so
gladto seeyou, comeonin. | didnOknow that you knew wherewe lived OAnd so we said, QVell, we O

coming to look atthe house OANd it wasgreat it just wasreally E
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PROSKY: You bought it from afriend?

DRISCOLL: Yeah we were somewhat armoyedwith things her husband had done, like taking off the

metal eyetrow above the window.
PROSKY: Uh-huh.

DRISCOLL: And the front steps, and starting to chip with an axe or somethingN or hatchet probablyN

the paint off the wall.
PROSKY: Oh dear!

DRISCOLL: You know, and he had done several minor leagie degructive things. Like, there hadbeen
pocketdoors. Our living room islong and double, and | expectthere had beenpocket doors there and he
didnOtike the ideaof two rooms Sohe pulledthose out, including a big chunk of the plagerin the

middle of the ceiling.
PROSKY: (Laugher)

DRISCOLL: So, we hadbare lathe up there and light bulbs with a chain that you pulled, and 1Gn so short
that! hadto jump up to E

PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: And BillOsnother came through the house after we had purchasedit. She gave him such a

hardtimefor bringing his family to this slum!
PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: But we worked on it ard spert one very hot E starting Fourth of July weelend to take the
E there apparerily had beenwallpaper in the living room and somebody hadremovedthat but they | eft
the bits of page. And thentherewasrealy ugly turquoise paint on the border malding, going round. And

we knew we neededto getthat off N the paint off the border molding.
PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: Oh, it wasterrible. It wasplager molding, it wasi®Owooden molding, so you couldnOuse

E You couldnOtno way.
PROSKY: You couldnOuse a scraper?

DRISCOLL: No, you couldnOuse a scraper, and you couldnOuse paint remover, because it would

dedroy the plager. So, what you had to do wasvinegar ard salt water and hot water.
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PROSKY: Oh, my goodness Pat
DRISCOLL: And paint brush, and the stuff E
PROSKY: Fall dripping right down your arm.

DRISCOLL: Right down your arm, ard thenyouOduse a putty knife to scrape it off. But you would have
to squirt alittle bit. We got so we were pretty good. And we found several differert colors of paint.

(Laughter)
PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: The lower oneswere better thanthe realy awful turquoise that wasthere. But we gradually

have done things through the years
PROSKY: Yeah you all have agorgeaus garden, and wasthat therewhen you bought the house?

DRISCOLL: Oh the gardenwasnot much of a garden. The Greenfamily who hadit just before E
Actually, the Garber family had hadit way before. He worked at the bark, National Captol Bark. And
the father became ill with heat problems and so they had a bathroom built onto the kitchen, so that he
could stay on the first floor. And thenthe Greers ard they were all acults and that wasnOtmuch changed
Although | think they must have had roomson the top floor rented during WWII, because therewere the

holesfor alock.

PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: And there wasafull kitchenon the third fl oor.
PROSKY: It must have beena rooming house?

DRISCOLL: It must have beenarooming house during the war.
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: But, 10e forgottenwhat | wasE Oh, the garden. The Greens movedin after Garbers And
their kids werebigger, considerablly bigger thanours. And they had made a mess of theyard, and so it

wassort of like abig mud pie.
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: With afew flowersand things and odd spaces Not flowersl| particularly liked, spider
plantsand E
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PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: Sowe decidedto we would lay abrick patio. And Josephine Turner knew where a house
wasbeing torn down ard arrargedfor half atruck loadN it must have beenhalf atruck load, it wanOr
wholetruck loadN of bricks to be dumpedin our driveway. And we hachObeenthere very long, and that

wasaraund the time Dr. King waskilled
PROSKY: Oh, ohyeah

DRISCOLL: And we didnOknow the neighbors all that well, and we had more pecple helping us carry
those bricks back E  They didnOwart any weamn left out.

PROSKY: | remember this, we did the samething in our alley. Movedthe bricks into the yard. Getthem
out of sight.

DRISCOLL: Yeah
PROSKY: 10n going to turn this off because itO$£
END OF TAPE 1/SIDE 2
TAPE 2/SIDE 1

PROSKY: E second tape of aninterview with PatDriscall, that date is Jaruary 20" 2006. The
interviewer is Ida Prosky. Pat we were talking yederday about the Martin Luther King riotsand | know
that atthat timeyou hadthreesons, like | do. But you were sending yours to public schools, to Brert, |
think?

DRISCOLL: They startedE they had Stephenand David. Stephen had started at Brert, two yearsprior
to this, infirst grade, having graduated from Montessori school. He hadtrarsferredto St PeerOsatthis
time And David wasthere On the afternoon that Dr. King waskilled, we were hearing pretty scary
reports on the rado. And we could smell the smoke, and seethe smoke from Severth Street NW. My
husband at that time workedin the Departmert of Transportation, which ison Severth and Independerce,
and he wasat a meeting with one of his bosses one of the seniorsin the Gereral CounselOOffi cewhich
overlooked Sewerth Streetand the Cagtol. And they looked out and could seethe smoke rising. He called
and said everyone wassafe, everyone wasfi ne, they were going to finish their meetings and he®de home
attheregulartime. But we knew that he wasokay. By thenit wasabout 3:30 and | wasstarting to get
concerred. Stephenwasin the third grade, now at St. Peter's. David wasin the secand gracde there. And
Dave came home, and told me that Stephen had to take someyounger kids from Brent home because the

teaclersaide at Brent school saw Stephenwalking by, knew that he wasa pretty regponsible kid, and
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askedhim to deliver various younger childrento their families to their homes And thencomeback and
getmore. This wasa wonderful wam lady. | think her namewasMrs. Beaty or Mrs. Lindsey. But IGn
not realy sure whether she wasthe aide in first grade or wasthe overall teacterOside. But it wasE
Steve madk several trips back and forth, taking kids home before he came home for himself. Whenl
talkedlater with the then-principal, Mr. David Ratter, about what had gone on, he said, oh he had
dismissedhis facuty earlierin the day, becaise he wasconcerred that the teachers would be rapedin
their classrooms. | expressed some doubt about this and said | couldnOthink of aless likely placefor a
rape. And he wasconcerned for his teachersOsafety and well being. Which put a whole differert

pergecive on how you deal with E unsettledtimes And E
PROSKY: A riot in the neighborhood.

DRISCOLL: And with safety issuesfor the children, aswell asthe E
PROSKY: Sohe nevertaught your children.

DRISCOLL: No, it wasthe E | think it washimself more thanthe teachers, becawse he got in his car
and he sped off to wherever he lived. He did not live in the neighborhood. He waswhite. Our next
principal wasa very effective black principal, whose name 10l have to get from Joan Keeran, becatse her

kids were going to school there. 10l getthat name and give it to you. [Mr. Herbert Boyd]
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: Who wasrealy, really good.

PROSKY: Why did you move your childrento St. Peter03

DRISCOLL: | think we realy did wart to have the Catholic education for them. And we figuredthat St
PeerOsvasvery similar demographically to Brert. We warted our kids to grow up in anintegated
neighborhood, which waswhy we had moved here. A racially integrated neighborhood, and socio-
ecaomically, and just age range. With old peagple and young peaple and arange. And the faculty had
shiftedabit at St PeerOsAnd it seemed|ike this wasan appropriate place again. Becatse the children
had done well in Montessori schools. Stephenat five wasreadng pretty well. And when| initially wenrt
toregsterhim at St PeerOdor first grade, the then-principal said, GDh, well, he@lhawe to sit thereand
learnhow to readalong with all the other little kids.OThenhe wasalread/ readng and | didnOthink that
wassuch a sound move, and so we put him into Brert, where he did very well, and made good friends
with Laura Taylor, in Miss BaldwinO<lass. Miss Baldwin wasa lovely lady of a certain age who had
beenateacher all her life and wasdevotedto these kidsN what alady. And she ard the Klapthor kids

wert to her. The Taylors lived acrass the streetfrom Margaretand Frark Klapthor, who livedjust down
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the block from Brent. And those fri endships and relationships that were macke back thenrealy have
stayed Recertly, we got reacquainted with Taylors, who had moved away when Arnold Taylor left his

position asphotographer for the Evening Star and became an Episcopal minister.
PROSKY: Oh my goodness.

DRISCOLL: And they were in southern Maryland for a number of yeas. And they arenow back in their
house which they had rerted during thattime. HeOsetiredand we metagain ata very sadtime a couple

weeks ago, when Pau Klapthor, the middle child of Margaretand Frark, died at 46 of cancer.
PROSKY: | knew that E

DRISCOLL: And we wert to the funeralin Pat Tobacca Or asMargaretwould say, OPat TabbaccaO
(Laughter)

PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: And Arnold Taylor E The Mass wasdone by a Jesuit who had taught Pau and our
Christopher at Gonzaga. And thenatthe grave site, Arnold Taylor spoke the words of his son Tom who

had writtenthem, who couldnObe there but they had all beenin Boy Scouts together at St PeterOs
PROSKY: That wasa wonderful Scaut troop at St. PeerOs

DRISCOLL: Oh, it was

PROSKY: Theydid everything.

DRISCOLL: It truly was

PROSKY: Rappelling, carpeing, climbing.

DRISCOLL: And do you remember Bob Brugger wasthe Scautmader during the arti-war

demastrations?

PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: And he wasa Marine Corp offi cer.
PROSKY: Uh-huh.

DRISCOLL: He hadservedin E | donOknow which battlesand wasteaching, ard on peae march days

he would wear civilianclothesand go march with the peacemarchers

PROSKY: (Laughter)
21



Ruth Ann Overbeck Cagtol Hill History Prgect
Paricia Taffe Driscdll interview, January 19-20, 2006
DRISCOLL: And | think that had something to do with his getting anealy out and help with getting his

doctorate in whatever it was He wassuch agood outdoorsmen A manof integrity.

PROSKY: Oh, yeah thatwasa great Scout Troop. | lovedit becawse | had a husband who was you
know, wasalways at the theaer. He wasnever going to take them camping, hiking. He didnOhave the

time.And | wasdoing everything | could, but E

DRISCOLL: But itOsiicefor them to have that

PROSKY: Yeah they had a whole outdoor experience becatse of that Scout troop. It wasgreat
DRISCOLL: Yeah

PROSKY: It wasa wonderful resource in the neighborhood.

DRISCOLL: It realy was | gather thatthattroop is still going on.

PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: | hea them making noise on Monday night. (Lawghter)

PROSKY: (Laughter) You wert to the grocery store during thattime of the riots, too?

DRISCOLL: Yeah actally my mom haddied about amonth before. And we hada MonthOsviind Mass
[ed: a Catholic Mass of rememlrance a month after a deah] the day after Dr. King waskilled And we
wert early. And thendrove by our friends the SctuldersOwho livedin Northeas by then, Danard Pat
And we saw a whole bunch of bricksin their front tree box that wereloose. And we were concerred, and
so we got to their door, they were fine. And they said, oh no, their black neighbors next door had warted
to take them in, and they said no. But the neighbors insisted on writing a note to stick on their front doors.
And we akedabout the bricks, the loose bricks. And they said their kids had beenout front making
bridgesard roadways for their matchbox cars. And so it wastheir own kids (laughter) who had disturbed

the bricks out front. Which wassort of reasuring.

| think also of note E Both Bill ard | wereinvolvedin acouple of differert orgarizaions on the Hill at
thattime.Bill wasthe Capitol Hill Community Council and myself wasthe tri-school plan We were
trying to improve the integration in the public schools. And we both had meeings the night that Dr. King
wasshot. | donOremember who babysat for us, though we wert to our separate meeings, both of which
were integrated And we started and sat and nobody could work. Everybody just felt too bad and feeings
wereraw. | think we all felt betrayed and sadand | know at my school group very little wassaid but lots

of hugs were givenand we just quit becatse we weren® going to get anything done.
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PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: But the caring for eachother wasevidert, and | think it wasgood that we held the meeing.
Sothe possibility of working things out in abetter way wasavailable. It still bringstearsE The next day,
Eunice Diggs wasthe mother of, | donOknow, abunch of blackkids who lived down the alley and across
from us, that our kids playedwith alot. Actually became what we teasngly calledthe Odley gangO.And
thereisthatlittle picture of the kids. And she wasalovely woman And she neededgroceriesard |
neecedstuff from the Safeway too. So, | offeredto drive her. That wasin the afternoon of the day after
Dr. King waskilled, and the Safeway on 14™ Streetwas pretty new atthattime, and pretty big. And |
think Eunice and myself and one other little old, quite old, white lady who lookedlike she wassort of out
of it and didnOknow what wasgoing on, werethe only shoppers in there. The staff wastherebut really
rattledaround and we got our stuff quickly, and checked out. And there wereamedyoung soldierswith

guns with bayonets, maybe threeor four across the front of the E
PROSKY: Of the store?

DRISCOLL: Of the store, ard our carwasabig old station wagon and it had basball glovesard bats
and stuff. We usedto take the kids down to HainesPaint to play ball and pile abunch of neighborhood
kidsin ard just left the bats ard glovesin the car. In our neighborhood therewasOtary place to play
basehall. And the kids, the young E Wow, | carOremember now whether it wasthe guy with bayonet or
sometody who washelping usinto the carwith the groceries Euniceand myself. And | really carDt
rememter, but they said with Eunice and myself starding there,Olseeyou got your protecion with you,
lady.O

PROSKY: (Laughter)
DRISCOLL: Now, they werebaseball bats from the kids playing but he wasassuming that | needed E
PROSKY: Thatthat wasa weapon.

DRISCOLL: Blackpegple with Eunice standing right there.It wasawful. We talked alittle bit about it
on the way home. Another E What happened earlier that day, no, the next day E We wereatthe E
Saurday, we were taking our kids E | waswalking themover to the Presbyterian Church, which wasjust
ablock away, and down to Independence and Fourth Street where there Carl Orff music classin the
morning. And theremust have beensix young men Army men with bayonetsin their rifles standing at
parack reg or one of those with their amsbehind that we hadto pass betweenour house and the
Predyterian Church. And it wasrealy quite frightening. It wasscary to have military menwith bayonets

and their things, and their guns, standing there.
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PROSKY: And you say thatthey werebivouackedin Marion Park?

DRISCOLL: In Marion Park Yeah, we sort of got E They finally, afterthey stayed E | guessit must
have beentwo or threeweeks. Wasit? | think. And they started putting their bayonets away. | think it was
the bayonets that got me. Worse becatse kids wert to have their classand | camebackin anhour, or
whatever it waslater and got them, and we walked home. But the military presence wasquite strong,
although it got more familiar and they werenOtuite so close together anymore. They werefewer. But
they werestationedin Marion Park with all their Army terts and field kitchens and all that stuff, which
wasfascinating becatse that wasvery close to St PeerOsSclool. After atimethe kids would get so they
would go over and check out what this Army stuff wasall about. And come home and say ONe talkedto
the soldiersOwhich | think ultimatly wasgood. But thatfirst encounter wasthe armedpeople, and less
thanablock from your house. It wasallittle daunting. And did not make you feel safe. | remember that
therewere a few storestouched on Pemsylvania Avenue. The bike shop, which wastoo tempting to be
ressted And asfarasl know the only other store that wasbrokeninto during the time wasthe hardware

store. Whichis where E

PROSKY: 1tO®n Pemsylvaria Averue and Sixth?

DRISCOLL: Yeah where Mr. Herry()sr;s now.

PROSKY: Our Highs on Sewerth and Constitution was looted, including the cat regster.

DRISCOLL: The cash regster acually playedapartin this hardwarestore. It wasthe closed one ard

you would go there We didnOto several more blocks down to FragerOs
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: But we would go there, | donOevenremember whatit wascalled And they had a number
of blackclerks, who were realy knowledgeable. And they could tell you which wrench or which screw or

which whatever. And, ONo you donOwart to getthat, this is whatyou needto EO
PROSKY: You wert therefor fix-up projects.

DRISCOLL: Yeah they were great but you couldnOjust pay themnor could they go to the cas
regster. You hadto go and there wassort of araisedthing and the womanatthe cas regster could have
anovernview, oversight overthe whole store. And you hadto go with the clerk and hand this lady the
money. And | asked her onetime,in her big blonde beehive hairdo, how comewe couldnOjust pay the
clerks. And she said, GDh well, you know they carDbe trustedOAnd | thought E | said | didnOknow
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why that wasso. And | think | did start going down to FragerO$ecawse | didnOtike thatkind of an

attitude. And | could sort of seewhy that one got broken into.
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: Sothere wassomelogic and not just impulsivity and instant gratificaion from the bikesor

theice cream But with that hardwarestore E

PROSKY: You talked about a neighborhood orgarizaton thatyou werein, werethere other

neighborhood projects or organizations that you belongedto?
DRISCOLL: Oh boy E (laughter)
PROSKY: (Laughter) A wholelist huh?

DRISCOLL: Yeah awhole list. Whenour childrenwererealy small E Actually, Stephenwasborn in
1958, atthe end of the year. And David atthe begnning of 1960, and Christopherinto 1961. Sothey
were 14 months to the date betweenStephenand David, and 14 months and a weekbetween David ard

Chris. | remember Marguerite Kelly put thatin that book that she wrote with Elia Par®ns.
PROSKY: Yes Mothers’ Almanac.

DRISCOLL: Mothers’ Almanac.

PROSKY: Mothers of threeboys, she knew alot of them.

DRISCOLL: Orhreeunder threeQvashow she referred to me (laughter) at one point. But we were
warting good educaton for the kids. And we wereinteregedin the work of Maria Montessori, and helped
found the St. Aiden Montessori School, which wasclea aaoss town and on the old Dumbarton Oaks

Coallege campus.

PROSKY: For awhile,donOt remember that therewas a Montessori School running here?
DRISCOLL: The Captol Hill Montessori School.

PROSKY: Capitol Hill Montessori Sclool, right.

DRISCOLL: Bill Driscall wasthefirst Preddent.

PROSKY: Oh, really.

DRISCOLL: There wereseveral familiesfrom here. The Keerans went acrass town, and JoandidnOt

driveinitially, for mary years and in order to make that cross town trip she, JoanKeeran, finally decided
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thatit wastimeto learnto drive. And so she did, to transport E But we did start the Capitol Hill
Montessori School here And it hadvarious homes First in the LutheranChurch of the Reformaion,

which had some wonderful space. And they were very gracious in making it availabe.
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: For this Overbecksociety | interviewed one of the eally board members from Reformaiton.
And she wasgoing through all the diff erent outreachadivitiesthatthey had and Montessori School was

one of them.

PROSKY: You were also part of the baby sitting co-op that wasone of the first organizaions herethat

these young familiesstartedin the sixties?
DRISCOLL: Right, we werendin on the beginning of that but we werethe 24™ couple to join.
PROSKY: And how mary did they end up with?

DRISCOLL: By thetimeweleft, whenthe kids weretwelve, thirteen whatever, there weremore than
200 couplesbelonging and it wasdividedinto twoN north and south or eas and weg. We wererQusing it
very much towards the end. But | certainly remember having to delay atrip to New York because |
couldnObalarnce the books. Therewasone secretary who took the reques and mathedthe requed with

the sitter. And we exchanged Monopoly money to know how mary hours E
PROSKY: You paid in Monopoly money?
DRISCOLL: In Monopoly money.

PROSKY: In Monopoly money because you would sit somebody elseOsor so many hours ard thenthey

would sit yours for somebody else. ThatD$ow that worked, yeah

DRISCOLL: Or youOchave this money ard you might sit somelody totally differert. But you hadto

have a seaetary who kept very good recads and math hasnever beenmy strong suit. (laughter)
PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: | wasup very, very late trying to get these bloody books to balarnce.

PROSKY: Soyou were secretary of that organization?

DRISCOLL: It rotated every month. It wasanoneraus tak and nobody warntedto do it, but you were

stuck with it, every oncein awhile. And if there were24 coupleslike whenwe [belonged], it wasonly
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every couple of years But it wasa pain whenyou hadto do it. And always be on the phone and on call.

And you got double time after midnight, and between5 and 7, supper hours. They were the double time.

PROSKY: There were a bunch of young theater familiesworking at Arera atthat time. Marguerite Kelly
kept telling me about the baby-sitter co-op, and | kept trying to explain to her nobody washome. One of
the other of us hadto stay with the children, the other one wasat the theater. Sowe coul dnOuseit.

(Laughter)

DRISCOLL: Another thing that our kids did with Marguerite Kelly wascleanup the glass out of that
park. [tOsreal park now, the one at Fourth and above Independerce, above Constitution, in the block

where Elia Pasons and Marguerite lived
PROSKY: OK.

DRISCOLL: In backof Elia.
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: And there wasayard there that wasObeing used And we, | guess the grown ups, got the
weeds out. Why we left the glass for the kids to pick up?

PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: Maybe they werecloser down to it, or someting. But it is sort of neatwhennow our sons
comeback with grandchildren and they cango to that park play on the swings and slidesthat areformally

therenow, in areal park, and know that at the begnning they help pick glass out of there.

PROSKY: Were you partof the playground that Marguerite [Kelly] engineeed E  Building at corner of
Fourth and Constitution?

DRISCOLL: Yeah

PROSKY: Thisisthe same park that we are talking about?

DRISCOLL: Yeah

PROSKY: All right.

DRISCOLL: Yeah She wassuch anamazing person, and she got Market Day going.

PROSKY: Yeah Market Day wasthe big settlemert house fair at Friendship House.
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DRISCOLL: At Friendship House. Friendship House wasthe competing settlement with Christ Child

House.
PROSKY: Christ Child House, they both had nursery schools we were trying to getinto. (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: (Lawhter) Frierdship House wasin Sautheas at The Maples just behind the 600 block of
Pemsylvania. And Christ Child whichis where | had done that play and did my first E

PROSKY: Were you ever chairmanof Market Day?

DRISCOLL: No, but | workedon lots of stuff E mary, many of them | tended not to be chair.
PROSKY: Oh, wise woman (Lauwghter)

DRISCOLL: (Laughter) LetOsee, what else here?

PROSKY: Otherorganizations you canthink of on the Hill?

DRISCOLL: Well, yeah | guess, while our kids were at St PeerOd think we had gottenusedto having
amajor say in how the Montessori school ran We edablisheda strong scholarship program for
neighborhood kids whose familiesdidnOhave the money to put themin. Most were black but not
always. | remember Cariton Diggs, who wasone of Eunice DiggsOyounges sons, ard before the first
couple of weeks he would go with Chris, our Chris. They were age maies And he would, sort of, stand in

the corner and keephis coaton.
END OF TAPE 2/SIDE 1
TAPE 2/SIDE 2

It took him alittle while to get usedto it but once he took his coat off and got into it he leanedjust as
well asanybody else. | rememberteaching Carlton and Christopher how to tie their shoesat about the

sametime.
PROSKY: Now, you wert backto work during this period, right?

DRISCOLL: Actually, | stayedhome from the time Chriswasborn. | did alittle bit of volunteerwork.
And then| went back to Christ Child asa supervisor for some of their social work interns, which was
very parttime,from Fetruary 06 to June O8. And that wasa good trarsition because | now livedin the
neighborhood and wasahle to realy be helpful to the trainees And | knew how the settlement house

worked, having workedthere. And, | think it realy workedwell.

PROSKY: And you wert on from thereto what?
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DRISCOLL: Well, one of the thingsthat | did while still therewasto help the studerts do a survey of
Acker Street. Acker Streetis one, two blocks long maybe, betweenSixth and Eighth Strees, Northeag.
About two blocks above the settlemert. And we interviewedall the familiesthere, who were all black,
mary with middle class agirations and sometimesrealy hard-working folks. Someimesnot so hard
working. And we got help from the Scciology Department at Catholic. And we passedthatinformaion to
the settlemen house and to the other agenciesworking in the area, so that the servicescould be more

tailoredto what the peagple would need That wasa good pieceof work.
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: But | realy wert to work between1963 and 1967, atthe Child Certer at Catholic U., which
wasa child guidanceclinic. And thiswaswhenour kids werequite small and | wasnot working full time.
It wasjust parttimein working with families doing diagnosticswith children, helping train social

workers working with the psychiatric and psychological problemsof kids and families
PROSKY: Now, your profession is psychiatric social worker?

DRISCOLL: Yeah

PROSKY: Yeah OK.

DRISCOLL: | once had asupervisor at Geargetown Hospital who declaredtherewasno suchthing a

psychiatric social worker. Therewere just social workers. Actually, | started out asa social group worker.
PROSKY: Uh-huh.

DRISCOLL: | think IGn more gereric thanwhatthey like.| cando alot of things E

PROSKY: Uh-huh (laughter)

DRISCOLL: E working with familiesand understanding kids with emational problemsand the
diffi cultiesthe familieshave in coping with that. Whether they arecontributing to it or whether they are

just coping with achild, enabling.
PROSKY: Uh-huh.

DRISCOLL: But | think through the yearsl workedfor threeor four yearsatthe Child Guidance Clinic
at Catholic and it wasrealy fun. It wasgreatto seethese young students coming through and really nave
and learning so much. It wasgood teaching environment. And then, you know | think some of that rubbed
off athome, becawse | wasseeing what wasgoing on with my own young children And Christopher

actually got to be the Christ Child in a Christmasplay that we put on.
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PROSKY: (Laughter) There?
DRISCOLL: Not there, but atthe Kirby foundation.
PROSKY: Oh. (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: At another part timekind of thing that | did. And thenl realy stayedhomewith the kids
between 08 and O2, full timebecauwse they were coming homefrom school. | think it wasokay, we hada
wonderful womanwho caredfor them, NormaBrooks, whom | am still in contactwith. She would
sometimesbring her children and they would play, but when Stephenwould come home from school ard

he neeced help with homework, | just felt | neededto be therefor those years
PROSKY: Yeah

DRISCOLL: And | wasrealy fortunate to be able to make that choice ard not have to work. | workedon
the pre-schools, and | worked on PTA associations. | startedto tell you there wasOtary E | think they
caleditaPTO.

PROSKY: Yeah
DRISCOLL: At St PeerOs
PROSKY: Because itOsiot part of anational orgarization.

DRISCOLL: Yeah And there wasnOtary such thing. And we had beenquite usedto having avoicein

how the school wasrun.
PROSKY: Uh-huh.

DRISCOLL: And we thought that waspretty awful. And so we got together with Mary Anne Beatley
ard Margaret Klapthor, and (| am trying to think ) people who had moved away. E

PROSKY: To startthat orgarization?

DRISCOLL: Yeah To getit going. And, thereis one other man, whose name| carOremember right
now, but | will giveit to you later [Jim Ketchum]. And we worked very hard with the pagdor to getit
going ard one of the neat things wasonce you hadthe orgarnizaton, thenyou could work together on
things. And, again, this wasa pretty racially balancedschool atthat point, but nobody wastalking much
to eachother among the adults. Kids werefine. And so using some of my social group work skills, | got a
lot of mothers togetherto make Christmasornaments that could sell at a Christmasbazaar, not a bazaar
but aparty. And it wasrealy fun. We would gather in eachothersdhomes black and white, and it just

worked, avariety of different things, and thenthe fathers got involvedwith deciding what booths and
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whatever. And weOdhave these partiesat the reciory and weOdnake a little bit of money from the sale of
these ornamerts ard things and bakery things, | guess we hadto E And it wasa real coming together of
the groups, ard it wasrealy quite unifying. It wasgreat it wasvery rewarding. ThatDghe way itOs

supposedto work in all the text books, thatDhe way itOsupposedto be.O

PROSKY: Onething thatyou talked about yegerday before we fi nished waschangesto buildingsin the
neighborhood and thought wasinteresing. Do you wart to talk about a little bit about MaryOsBlue Room,
the swimming pool, St CyprianO8

DRISCOLL: Yeah happy to do that At somepoint | think it would be helpful to talk more, not alot but

just alittle bit more, about my career, becawse | did go back
PROSKY: Do, plea® do that now, OK?

DRISCOLL: Do that now.

PROSKY: Do thatnow, yeah

DRISCOLL: Afterbeing homefor quite awhile, | wasuncertain about how to get backinto the
profession and | taught for one semeger atthe Universty of Maryland Sctool for Sacial Work. And it
wasa big commute and that School for Social Work was quite different from Catholic. Or from Smith,
where | subsequertly did a good bit of work. It wasmuch more community orgarnization, not individual

psycho-dynamically orierted. And, you know, | knew the CO stuff becawse | hadbeentrained.
PROSKY: You hadbeenliving it too.

DRISCOLL: | hadbeenliving it too. But, | felt thereneed:dto be greater definite grounding and so |
kept slipping someof thatinto what | wasteaching, and studerts likedit. But it wasOterribly well
recevedby the facuty. And so | think it wasan okay mutual decision. But part of it there was atleagin
the social group work sedion where | was for the first timel really felt like an outsider becawse every
oncein awhile at faculty meetingsN it wasasmall faculty, five, sixN the other folks would slip into
Yiddish.

PROSKY: (Laughter)
DRISCOLL: (Lauhter) | didnOknow the language.
PROSKY: Oh, thatOdunny.

DRISCOLL: And they would forgetand | would have to say, (Hey, IGn hereOlt needed areminder.

And, you know, it wanOnuite right ard, you know, it wasmutually agreeable separaion. And then|
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briefly worked atthe Kemedy Institute for educalde mentally retardedkids, again training graduate social
work studerts. And that gave me aninsight into how orgarnizations work on behalf of peaole atavery
first-hand level and where interferercescould be. And while taking those studerts to a case conference at
Childrerf)é-|ospital, I metawomanwho wasto became a major mertor for me, a social worker named
Dorothy Scalan, S-C-A-L-L-A-N., who waschief social worker at ChildrenDsin the departmert of
psychiatry. And | ultimately movedto ChildrenDsasa social worker there | wasquite concerned on the
applicaion that said O@ you know anybody on the ChildrerQdHospital Staff?OAnd | knew Mimi Wolf
from 11" Streetvery, very well, and so | put that down, being very hones. And | still got the job.
(Laughter)

PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: But it workedreally, really well. | coordinated the medcal studerts training program and
treaedfamiliesand really had a chanceto help young physiciansin their third yearof medcal school
undergand what family dynamicswereabout and how they could reachout and be helpful to kids, and
how importarnt doing anappropriate interpretive interview wasto let the family undersand what was
going on. From ChildrerQsl wert on to be the chief social worker ard the associate administrator of the
Child and Adolescert Psychiatric Servicesat Geargetown. | think therefor just about twelve yeas,
becaming the associate administrator while there But, again, it wasreally rewardng, teaching child
psychiatry fellows and psychiatry redderts the dynamicsabout familiesand how mertal illnessimpacts
familiesand how familiesimpactmertal iliness. And that you carDjust treatthe individual by their

lonesome, epecially whenitOs child involved

| also while thereN it wasasmall clinic and caseshad beenfor years chosento meetthe specifi ¢ training
needs of whatever resderts or fellows werethereN openedup intake so that we had a broader range of
patients coming through, and this included more black people ard lower income peaple, and their
treamert and the training both berefited It realy workedand | think pegple werepleagdto seethatand
adoptedthat asastandard. We providedexcellent services and it wasreally rewardng not only to seethe
patierts improve and leawe in much happier circumstance than how they had begun. But to seethe young
traineesgo through and blossom and change and itO€£  18n still in touch with anumber of the
psychiatrists, one of whom hasgone on to be the head of child psychiatry for the State of Maryland. And

anumber arein private pracicein DC. I8n still in touch and itOsiice to have beenpart of that group.
PROSKY: ThatOgreat

DRISCOLL: | left Geargetown to start a new program in Prince GeargesCounty. | think | wasread to

take on a whole regonsibility for aprogramfor rather thanbeing part of anon-going program. | started
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the PASSprogram, Parert and Adolescert Support Services which were funded by money from the

Casy Foundation, Annie B Casy.
PROSKY: Not Betty?

DRISCOLL: (Laughter) No. ItOsMr. & Mrs. UPS, they gave the moneyN they wash their UPS brown
trucks everyday, ard didnOwash them for one day a weekand they gave E

PROSKY: And, thatDshe money.

DRISCOLL: That©ghe money that we used.

PROSKY: And thatDsan ongoing program now, the PASSprogram?
DRISCOLL: No, | wishit were.

PROSKY: Oh dear.

DRISCOLL: Partof it iswe hadanexcellert program for severely, emdionally impaired level five kids.
And that waspart of awing, an E-I wing, at ThomasJohnson Middle School, which hada very tight
behavioral program, tenkids, ateacter and anaide. And we provided group work and individual work for
the kids during school hours. We provided family therapy after school and we did homevisits. We had
psychiatrists and anafter school program therapeutic recreaton becauwse the kids would get out of this
realy tightly redricted classroom, and go bonkersin the school busesgoing home. And it realy was

making a difference and it continuedfor several years thereafter. But then money E
PROSKY: Ranout.

DRISCOLL: Ranout. And the grart hadto be picked up ard peaple were pleagdwith the work, but |
left before, to do a similar program with public schoolsN a prevertive program for high risk middie
school kids.

PROSKY: Thiswasin Prince GeorgesCounty again.

DRISCOLL: Ah yeah it waswith the Pathway Schools. This particular projectwasin Silver Spring, but
they hadalot of other onesin PG county, and county budgetjust could not sustain that Sotheream | at
60 looking for ajob. And, you know, | hadall thisrealy good experience and was pretty effective, but
from November 1991 to Marchof 1992 | waslooking and, you know, IO dsend resumesin and | would be
too highly qualified or someting. Or too old, they didnOtuite say that But | wasreally pleagdwhen!|
amliedat the Gearge Washington Universty Department of Psychiatry for a supervisor job. And the

interview waswith Dr. Stewart Sasky, [and] my age wasnot afactor. It waswhat| knew and how |
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could work. And the chairmanof the Departmert of Psychiatry therewasDr. Jerry Weiner, who hadbeen
chair at ChildrenDsvay backwhen| hadbeenthere. And when! hadleft ChildrenDgo go to Geargetown
| remember he took mein his officeard he said, ORt, if you ever wart to stop to come backto the big
timefrom Geargetown, let us know.OAnd | haverOseen him in fifteen twerty years And apartfrom that
meetng, but he rememberedand Dr. Saisky hadliked me.So, | had workedthere from March 02 to
Jaruary OF wherel wasthe chief psychiatric social worker. Jerry Weiner believedin psychiatric social
workers Whilethere | hadthe opportunity to develop a working relationship with Smith College School
for Sacial Work, which is one of the premier social work schoolsin the country, with a psychodynamic
bas ard it just isavery good school. Catholic had hadthat oriertation when| wert there and then sort of
got Offy O.I think its backon tracknow. But | becanea field facuty advisor at Smith. They usedto call
them@lying ladesO

PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: But thenthey had male social workers, so they hadto geta more appropriate name. Smith
hasanintersive programduring the summers and (microphone noise interruption) you arein thefield
five days aweek, during the fall and winter. All acrcss the country in Hawaii, Alaka, everywhere that
thereOa good program And so those studerts needsupervision and they have direct supervision in our
agercies but they need some somelndy to coordinate and make sure things aregoing well. Sol wasone
of those coordinating people and weOdjo to meetngs at Smith and E What wasgoing and including E
Realy in-depth stuff about psychodynamicsbut also about arti-racism. Smith became anarti-racist
institution. Hardto say. And werevery serious about it. They had, you know, maybe athird of their
students were studerts of color. And it just wasagood strong program and wasaheadof where mary
other schools and univerdtiesare. | just came from a grand rounds at GW, where they werediscussing the
impactof racial biason therageutic relationships, which isthefirst time |Onmaware of in the lag tenyears

that therehasbeenE
PROSKY: Intered init?

DRISCOLL: Enough to do agrarnd rounds. So Smith wasahead of the curve by then | should also say
thatwhen| wasway back at Geargetown, | hadarealy superior studert namedPatHarden, who was
AfricanAmerican just abrilliart young woman And | wasab e to hire her and she stayedat Geargetown
for awhile and progressed from psychiatry on into pedatricsand later cameto be the social worker at St
PeerOsor social work at St PeerOs

PROSKY: Oh, St PeterOS$chool.
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DRISCOLL: Yeah Soshe wason the Hill hereand got to know many of the familieshere very well.

And again, we arestill in touch.

PROSKY: ThatOgreat

DRISCOLL: Working elsewhere now. But itO€

PROSKY: ThatOsmpressive Pat | knew you had quite a career. Sol did wart you to talk about it.

DRISCOLL: |10nstill seeng threepatierts now. ItOsa very small private pracice. Onelittle girl, who is
not so little anymore. She just grew quickly and is now tallerthanl. And sheis about finished So, itOs
beenmoving from childrento adults and the family componert, all the way across. So, itOdeena good

experierce.

PROSKY: | would like to put on the tape and you have givenme a paper that your son wrote on the
history of the house youOe living in now, 122 Fifth Street[SE], and 1Gn going to copy thatand include it
with these tapes [tOs wonderful, full paper. | mean to know that much about the house one livesin on

Captol Hill isgreat
DRISCOLL: ItOgpretty amazing.
PROSKY: The Holtz house, Mr. Holtz built it.

DRISCOLL: And to know thatit realy hasconnections with people. It wasbuilt by a manwho was
grocerand he built, also, the house sort of kitty-corner from us at the southwes corner of Independence
and Fifth. So, that houseN whichis a house now, you canstill tell where there werestore wi ndowsN was

his shop. And thenit waslater owned by somebody who wasbutcher at Eagern Market.
PROSKY: Uh-huh.
DRISCOLL: Soit hasalot of connections

PROSKY: Yeah You did say someting about how buildings have changedon Cagpitol Hill during the

timeyou have livedhere?

DRISCOLL: Yeah Same of the onesthat | think about wereE Y ou just said someof them and | totally
E

PROSKY: Oh, all of thelibrary buildings. The Martin Luther KingN not Martin Luther King, the Library

of Congress Buildings. You describedwhat wastherebefore.
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DRISCOLL: Yes which were lovely row housesbehind but along the street where the Mad son
Building in now. There werewonderful redaurarts and shopsjust like in the next block, including a
GiovamiOswhich had greatpizzaand wasa fun placeto go for aresite from doing your paperin the

LC, and they triedto make ago of it in Marlowe Heights but the same cliertele wasmOtvailable.
PROSKY: DidnOto it. (Laughter) And you remember MaryOsBIue Room.

DRISCOLL: | do, becase that wasat the corner of Fifth and Eag Cagtol, acrass from Market LunchN
no not Market Lunch, whatO<£

PROSKY: Jmmy TO8

DRISCOLL: Jimmy TOsthe manwho lived next door to us, Jim Teawalt, who wasmuch older thanwe,
and dieda number of yeas back. His daughter livesthere now. He would alterrate betweenJimmy TOs
and MaryOslue Room for his meak becawse lived by himself and youOdseehim walking down the street
and know where he washeaded He and his father had built the garagesthat arebehind our house and that
areenteredfrom the Sixth Streetalley when he wasthere, asa young man And those arestill there.But
the garage immedately behind us and behind 120 where Joel Truitt now lives Joel and Valerie, was
mack into a swimming poolN inside the garage when Ralph and Muriel Hoitzmalived at 120. He had had
aheat attackand neededto be ade to swim. Sothey dug down and put in asmal pool. They found they
couldnOgo asdeepy asthey had plamed because they tappedinto one of the subterrarean branchesof

somestream
PROSKY: Oh, really?

DRISCOLL: Sg, they couldnOtive. And they hadto haveit just be alap pool. And | expectthe stream

is also why the walls in the house acress Fifth Streetget damp
END OF TAPE 2/SIDE 2
TAPE 3/SIDE 1
PROSKY: Pat Driscadll, the interviewer is Ida Prosky and the date in January 20, 2006.
DRISCOLL: | hope weQlbe finished soon.
PROSKY: We will. (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: (Lawhter) But there was in the walls of this one house not directy across but the next
house over E And the stream must come atan arngle. They have had water problemsthat have never been

ableto fix. They put up wainscoting finally to hideit. But | expectits still there.Sg, it sort of intereging
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to E Now, whenthe Hoitzmasmovedthey sold the house toN who is the lawyer with the McCarthy

hearings? WhatOshe guyOsiame?Pu a pause for a minute. [the tape recading stops]
PROSKY: OK, so thelawyer for the McCarthy hearings wasRoy Cohn.
DRISCOLL: Roy Cohn.

PROSKY: He livedthere?

DRISCOLL: Not for very long. He hadit bought by hislaw firm, so that he wasnot offi cially the owner.
And they didnOtlways pay the rert. | know Muriel Hoitzmahad a hardtime with him.

PROSKY: Getting the rernt out of Roy Cohn. (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: Geting therert out of Roy Cohn. (Lawghter) Periodically, they would have fund raisers

and they would put a big elephart out in their front so that everybody would know thatit waswhereto

go.
PROSKY: Thefirst of the big elepharts around town.

DRISCOLL: Not quite asbhig asthose elepharts. But thereweretimesthat therewould be private parties
theretoo. And he oftenhad rernted or hadliving in the house a number of gay young men who on

occason would have rather wild parties And the back yard we would find beer cars and E
PROSKY: And dehris E

DRISCOLL: Delxis, yes

PROSKY: And stuff?

DRISCOLL: And at one point we werereally amoyed so we calledover,and | guess some of the young
menhada connection with Marine Barracks ard very shortly therewasa platoon of Marinesin a E
Maybe it wasnOta platoon, | donOhow mary men but a small number of Marinesin work uniforms came
to OpliceCour backyardand cleanit up. They were more careul after that So, it wasanintereding,

interesing experierce,
PROSKY: Is there anything that we haverOhtit that you wart to talk about?

DRISCOLL: Yeah acouple of things, but almost, almost all done.| wartedto talk alittle bit about two
otherthings. Whenwe bought the house in 1960, it waslate mid-summerand we wereaway for a part of

the time. We didnOteally seeany other kids around. DidnOseeary childrenthat first year. And we
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thought urr E Were having doubts about whether this had beena good move. And then spring came, and

thenall the kids came out in their strollers (Laughter) So, that wasvery comforting ard E
PROSKY: ThatDsrue about row housesin the winterN they closein.

DRISCOLL: Yeah

PROSKY: Theydo.

DRISCOLL: And we would go to Eagern Savings and Loanto pay our mortgage and | guess have used
thatasE No, National Cagitol wasalways our bank. But, atary rate, to the kids that became known as
the Obllipop bark,Obecause they always gave kids |ollipops whenyou wert in. ThatDsnother charge.
ThatD<Lhew Chase Bark now. Thereis no more Eagern.

PROSKY: A lot of these barks have changed.

DRISCOLL: Whereour mortgage wasfor mary, mary years The library charged The Natatorium was

afire house whenwe first movedhere

PROSKY: See,| didnOknow that

DRISCOLL: Thefire house, it wasiOt very active one. The one on Eighth Street wasalways more
active. | think therewasmore storage [at the Natatorium site] thananacive fire station. But it was
through Jim Hodgson that they got a natatorium built. We didnOthave any swimming pool in this part of
the world, and you hadto go to Geargetown and to that little tiny one overthere, or the suburbs. And so
they going to teardown the fire house and Jim got it E | think that waswith the Cagtol Hill Community
Council [thaf] realy workedon that And of course, the name hadto have come from Jim Hodgson, who
wassuch a Latin scholar. CouldnObe a Osvimming pool, it hadto be a Oratatorium.OANd regarding

Latin and Jim, our kids took Latin from him at eight oOabck during the summer, for part of one summer.
PROSKY: In the morning?

DRISCOLL: In the morning.

PROSKY: Oh, dear.

DRISCOLL: And not agood thing, very unwise invegmert.

PROSKY: Just getting themup, | would think would be a E

DRISCOLL: And getting themup for Latin E uh! (laughter)
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PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: But another two other memories WhenJFK waskilled, | just remember that pegple

gatheredin our living room and with the church bells around just tolling ard tolling. Excuse me, | didnOt
meanliving room, | meart dining room. We sat around the tabe and drark coff ee. And nobody said very
much, but it wassuch anextraardinarily sadtime. We were always going to go and getin the lineto pas

by the bier. And we could look out our bay window and seethe line on Eag Captol Street
PROSKY: Oh, you could seethatline.

DRISCOLL: We could seeit, and kept checking, at two or threein the morning, weOdaheck and it was
still lined And we never did getinto thatline. But other memaiesare of the peae marches The Opor

peapleOsampaign,Odo you remember how so mary people put up the plamers for the poor peaple?
PROSKY: Yes | do remember that

DRISCOLL: We hadafull house.

PROSKY: How mary did you takein?

DRISCOLL: Well we had Uberto Valertin, who wasthe headof the Puerto Ricandelegation from New
York. And thenwe hadthreeyoung black menfrom Texas who were not SNCC, itOghe other one.

(background noise- doorbell or phone) | amsorry, excuse me. Do wart to just turn it off?
PROSKY: OK. (laughter)

DRISCOLL: It wanOSNCC; it wasthe Nonviolert StudentE

PROSKY: Studert Non-violent Coordination Committee.

DRISCOLL: Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee. Threeof them and there wasanother couple.
| carDremember who, but they would go downtown to their meetngs. Our kids slept in sleepng bags in

the living room fl oor, so that various pecple hadtheir rooms. And E
PROSKY: How long did they stay with you?

DRISCOLL: Oh, three or four days, ard it worked out.

PROSKY: Did you feedthem aswell?

DRISCOLL: | fed themsupper, or not really supper, after supper, because they would sit around the
dining room table ard talk about E They wereall into different groups during the day. And shareideas

and you know, it wasawonderful, vital, just arealy natural coming together. The Valertins were
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probally about our agein their late thirties early forties at that point. And the young menweremuch
younger and the other black couple were considerably older. But it wasjust realy well connected and
realy good. And one of the young mengot calledto go backto Texasbecase he had parkedhis car
somewhere and the police were monitoring it and it was being dismartled or towed away or something, so
he hadto leawe. And then one of them wasCatholic and | took him out with meto Mass. And he wasthe

one who hadlots of bear claws around his E

PROSKY: A necklace?

DRISCOLL: And peaple gave him sort of awide berth. (Laughter)
PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: But he wasadelightful young manand he wartedto go to Mass and we wert. But | think it
wasreally wonderful for the kids to seethat differert people were working together. And were trying to
make things better. And to know that other peagple on the Hill weredoing the samething. | think the Hill
housed more than a hundred peple for two of those planning sessions. And then| think, again, when
Reerend Abernathy had the Poor PeaplesOMarch that got bogged down and wet and peaple would come
to the Hill and shower and get cleanedup. | know Elia brought tons of food and blarkets and things down
to help people dry out. | expect you did too.

PROSKY: Well, | did somecooking, | think. We hada smaller house.

DRISCOLL: But it wasneatto be abe to do that And also living here,our kids sort of got usedto being
evictedfrom their beds for all the grape picker boycatts.

PROSKY: Ohyeah
DRISCOLL: With Caesir Chavez.
PROSKY: OK.

DRISCOLL: And | hadaformersocial work teacher, Marjorie Murphy, from Catholic Univerdty, who
would comedown from Vemont. By this time she hadretiredand wasgetting considerablly on in years
but she wasfor fairness and justice and she wasgoing to march with Caesr Chavez. So she got the mast
comfortabe bed And various other peaple got beds and the kids were downstairs. And they would go
with usto Silver Spring or to wherever Chavezwas And thenlater after they could have grapesagain.
Having greengrapeswassuch ajoy. | usedto like them, but we just didnOhave them for along time.
And whenthey won, it wasa big treatand very satisfying for the kids. After Chavez hadbecanesoiill

and his back wasbad, we went and satin the first or second row atthe Reformation Church, when Chavez
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spoke. And it wasvery moving to see this much more frail man, who hadto sit in arocking chair that
they brought, but still dynamic and still caring about people and La Raza And our kids were right there
and could seethe change and feel a sense of sadness and also of accanplishmert at whatthis manhad

done.
PROSKY: One quedion, | donOwart you to finish without E

DRISCOLL: | think they also had some serse of that not so clearly but after Dr. King waskilledthere
wasamemaial service at Eberezer Bagtist, | think it is, the one on Fourth below Pemsylvania. | think
thatOghe right name. And | remember we were sitting right in front of Keith Melder who wasa curator at
the Smithsonian good friend of MargaretKlapthor, agood friend of ours. | neverreaizedwhat a
beauiful voice, but whataloud voice.And | never heard ONe Shall OvercameOsung more radartly. It
just wasoverwhelming. The church, everybody, wassinging, including us. But Keith wasright behind us
and it wasso clearand so strong, almost too much. But it wassort of triumphart, eventhough this was

closeto thetime of Dr. KingOsleath. And | think those arememoriesthat stick with kids.

And | think it hascontinuedwith our sons, evenwhenthey were going to St AnselmOsor high school.
JoanKeeranand | usedto drive the kids out, take turns whenthey were younger, but thenthey would just
take the 90 bus hereand thento the 80 atthe old Post Offi ce,or atthe Post Office at North Cagtol. And a
few of the neighborhood kids from up around therewould sometimesapproach St. AnselmOsids. Now
otherkids trarsferred from Virginiaand from other parts and got the bus there ard if these kids would
parhandle and say GGive me your wallet,Othe kids who werenot comfortale with difference would hard
over their wallets. Our kids would engage the kids in conversation ard say, CHey, no, | workedto earn
that Oand QWhat do you do to earnmoney?OAnd it wasnOta real off-putting kind of thing, but our kids
never hadto give up their money. And they have always hadfri ends aaross the boundaries diff erent
races diff erert cultures And thatDghe norm, thatDsot a bi g dealfor our gereration itOsnore a conscious
decision. We do it because we wart to do it. They donOthink and they just do it. ThatDshe way is should
be and that feels realy good. | remember Steve, who is anarchedogist in Scdland, hassent a number of
friends to stay with us whenthey areseeng Washington, including avery niceyoung mannamedAtuka,
from Nigeriawho is studying atthe Universty of Glaggow. And we didnOtealze how tall Atukawould
be. And his feetway hung over the bed, he must have beenanN who arethose Africars who are o tall
ard slender?

PROSKY: Dinkasare one.
DRISCOLL: Ebo?

PROSKY: Dinkasare one group ard E
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DRISCOLL: Maybe that waswhat he wasbutN no, Watusi. Now we have just ordinary size twin bed
and | think he needed another couple feet. (Laughter)

PROSKY: (Laughter)
DRISCOLL: Sohe hadto curl up.
PROSKY: You also have a son who adoptedtwo black children?

DRISCOLL: Yes David and his wife Jody. David, who is a museum curator. Stephenisthe
archedogist. | think MargaretKlapthor had a realy strong influence on both of them.

PROSKY: And your other son also haschildren?

DRISCOLL: He does He hasalittle girl and hasbeenin theatr for mary yeasN asin the setdesgn

partand constructionN and is getting ready to take coursesto becamealuthier.
PROSKY: Whatisaluthier?

DRISCOLL: He makesguitarsor violins or whatever, but guitaris ChrisOsnstrumert and heOgoing to
startthat now. He hasmade one, built one. And hopesto getinto guitar making and repair in New

England, where he livesin New Hampshire.
PROSKY: Thatsoundslovely.

DRISCOLL: Sothatthey aredoing well. With David and Jody, ard their two AfricanAmerican
children, they have giventhem Africannamesand Iri sh too: Ronanis Irish but thereis also some African
root to thattoo. And his middle name, Engosi, is African. And then Eniya, the little girl who cameto
themat two and a half, wasafter along wait for agirl, is caled Eniya, which mears Qve askedfor her

and she cameGin Ibo.
PROSKY: Oh, thatOsovely.

DRISCOLL: Whichisreally cool, but the cousins donOseeeachother often because they are in such
different places New Hampshire, and Madison, Wisconsin, whereDave is a curator atthe Wisconsin
Historical society, where MargaretKlapthor had a job interview, at one point and decidedto stick with
the Smithsonian, but encouraged Dave to go there And Steve isin Scotland with two little girls [threeas
of 2008]. Sothey seeeach other intermittertly. But they have picturesof and know about each other.

PROSKY: Oh, thatOgyreat, thatOgyreat Anything else you would like to say?

DRISCOLL: | donOknow whatto say about the garden, except itO£
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PROSKY: ItOsbeauiful garden

DRISCOLL: Except itOshere and itOsa comfort to have there And | think one of the nicethings when
you diginatown in acity, you find thingsin the ground. Lots of rock and old concrete from prior
construction things, and oyster shells which | usually just put back becauwse they add calcium, but there
arelittle shards of pottery, some are plain white, some hawe little blue, some arebrown with little cream
coloredthings. Nothing to build awhole cup or a whole bowl or anything. But just little shards, and so
they sit on the window sill of the new windows that we addedto the houseN after David wrote his paper,
we extendedthe kitchen, so we cannow eatin the kitchenand ook out at the gardeninsteadof having to

have every meal in the dining room, which wasdark with that side porch on.
PROSKY: Sohow mary shards do you have?

DRISCOLL: | have quite afew and when Steve comes home he always says, OrhatOshot archaedogy,
Mom.O

PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: ItOsot real archaedogy and | say | know, but itOsa history of the peaple who lived here.
ItOsometing of themthatis still herenow, and | sort of wart to keepit. And there are a few things from
our time. Thereis amarle | recaynize from our kids. And apart of alittle plagic E ThereOsiwhole
anmal, little plagic animal and a part of atoy soldierthatarefrom our period of time. When| thought of
the dining room, | thought of one other thing. Whenwe first movedin, the dining room hasalovely tin
ceiling, but whenwe had bathrooms movedand so on, the ceiling wasflaking ard it wason the dining
room table where we were eaing all of our meals, and | didnOwart little childrento get leadpaint
poisoning cause we werevery strongly warned by Mimi Wolf, who wasstudying leadpaint at ChildrenOs
atthattime, about the dangers Soone Saturday we got up ard started scragng, wire brushing the ceiling
to getall that old paint off under where that old bathroom had beenon the secand floor. The wire brush

wert right through.
PROSKY: Oh, my goodness.

DRISCOLL: And so we hadto geta new piecefor that part But it wasliving in anold house. And as
our kids have grown, they have all done things to their houses And they arehandy with their hands and

they erjoy working with old things. And | think thatDsnother gift thatliving on Cagtol Hill hasgiven
PROSKY: Living on Capitol Hill E Famiies | think.

DRISCOLL: Yeah thisisgood. And | think thatOsalmost everything | canthink of. Oh!
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PROSKY: What?

DRISCOLL: During Dr. KingOsnarch his OlHave A DreanOspeechmarch | wasnursing Chris. So, |
didnOgetto go. And so | hadall the childrenfrom all the neighborhood in our backyard. We must have
hadfifteenkids, little ones like four or five on down. And black kids, white kids, and the manwho lived
threedoors down had a small back porch and he came E It wasahot day;, if you remember, it wasjust
realy, realy hot. And we didnOhave a swimming pool, not evenone of those little plagic big ones but
we did have a wash tub, an aluminum wash tub, galvanizedis the word. And | pouredwaterin that and
some black kids and white kids got in atthe same time. And the manfrom acrass the way wasjust
outraged by this whole thing clearly, yelled across about Oyu bad person for putting those children
together Ol said, (No, thatDshe way itOsupposedto be OAnd he slammedthe door and wert inside. But,
you know, for aday whenKing is speaking to have that creepdo this kind of yelling. He wasone of the
chief peaple in the White Citizers Councils, that the Capitol Hill Community Council wascreatedto

counterN this white citizers group.
PROSKY: | never even heardof that, Pat

DRISCOLL: Oh, yeah It wasrealy big atthat point and thatDsvhy more liberal peaple startedthe
Community Council. But, you know, when| think of Dr. King and his speech atthe Lincoln Memorial, |

think of my little pool in the backyard, doing thatlittle bit for the cause.
PROSKY: ThatOgreat

DRISCOLL: And | think thatDsabout it.

PROSKY: You think thatDst, okay.

DRISCOLL: 10l probahly think of severalother things later, but too badE Sarry, forgot a couple of the
places | didnOturn the page over. The Kregye store usedto be E

PROSKY: The Odme storeOyeah

DRISCOLL: Y eah the dime store usedto be on the corner of Severnth and Pemsylvania. Just across

from the Peoples
PROSKY: All of our favorite places

DRISCOLL: Whichis now Breadand Chocolate, and we have a @ Ofrom the Kresge()sﬁ ve ard dime
that Joan Keeran picked up and brought home. She got the big K from KreggeOsind they werejust
throwing them out. And so she brought us a Q The Averue Grand ard the Pem Theatersuse to bein

that 600 block. The Averue Grand wasthe first time our kids wert to agrown up E to arealmovie. And
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they saw the Or ellow SubmarineOin the Averue Grand. | remember having spert hot summer Sundaysin
the Averue Grard with my mother. We had no air conditioning, and that wasthe only place araund where

you could getcooal.

PROSKY: Pat, you aretalking about the movie theater that wason the opposite side of Pemsylvana

Averue from the Pem.

DRISCOLL: From the Pem.

PROSKY: Oh my goodness!

DRISCOLL: Whichis now Market Place.

PROSKY: You arethe first person IO ever metwho wert there

DRISCOLL: The Yellow Submarine wasgreatand, | think, my mom and | saw Cornel Wilde being
Chopin in 4 Song to Remember, whatever. Becawse she wasnOt great one for movies but we stayed and
E

PROSKY: Saw it twice

DRISCOLL: Saw it twice,and it wascool. And at the Pem they usedto show just ordinary shows ard
thenat one point they started showing porn.

PROSKY: Yes | remember that

DRISCOLL: And again, Marguerite Kelly organized people, ard the little kids picketed and said we
wart cowboy shows or someting insteadof porn. And that©siow doctorsCoffi cesard stuff. And Hine,
where Hine was thisisall right in that area where St CyprianO<Catholic Church was ard the convert.
And they swore they would make sure theyOdhever take more land and thenthey did. But St CyprianOs
wasthere Now St CyprianOsvasa remnart of the time when Catolic churcheswere segregated |

rememter it asbeing realy beauiful and the E
END OF TAPE 3/SIDE 1
TAPE 3/SIDE 2
PROSKY: With Pat Driscall, the date is Jaruary 20, 2006.
DRISCOLL: And wetruly arealmost fi nished

PROSKY: You were talking about St Cyprian's.
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DRISCOLL: Yeah St CyprianOsad abeauiful, beautiful treein its yard, and | donOknow whatever
happenredto that, or whatthe story wasor maybe they just cut it down. In going backto the Library of
Congress, | spent mary happy and fruitful days there during my college yearsdoing papers. And | loved

the certral area wherethe card catalogue wasaraund the dome.
PROSKY: The main readng room.

DRISCOLL: The main readng room. And therewere desks that werein a circle around card catalogue
where they all had numbers ard you could order your books. And atone point | didnOuite getwhere |
usually sat But it wasmore under wherethe visitorO®bservation deckwason the next floor up and | was
working and | hearda kid who wasquite saying Orhat cool. | wonder how faryou canspit,Oard he

tried
PROSKY: (Laughter)

DRISCOLL: And he got my desk. Afterthat| mack sure | movedaraund to the side. Now that would no
longer would be possible becatse with that wonderful renovation of the building, whichis so great They

put up Plexiglasor glass or something, so no more spit.
PROSKY: YouOraot the only one.

DRISCOLL: | didnOuse the placemuch afterward. It realy did something becawse | had done most of
my undergraduate and some of the graduate papersin thatreadng room. Thisis well before computersof

course.

One otherthing about the boys growing up. They learned which Cagtol cops were good guys and which
onesweremearies And theyOdknow if they saw one from a distance they wouldnOeven bother going.
But they spert mary happy days sliding down Cagtol Hill on sleds whenit wassnowy. Which wasOall
that often But some days theyOd:ome back very quickly with their sled, but some days they would be out
for hours. And weQdalso use the sledto go to Eagern Marketand get our Christmastrees whenit was

snowing.
PROSKY: Sledding on the Capitol ground.

DRISCOLL: Sledding on the Cagtol ground, going down. Now we hadanother not so good experiernce
on the Cagitol grounds, before Lyndon JohnsonOsnaugural. Mary and Dan GogginOson Doug, who was
the same age asChris, they weremaybe eight, had come over and we had gone down to ice skate on the
reflecting pool atthe base of the Capitol. And after a couple of hours and turnedin arkles we hadvery

tiredlittle boys and a pretty tired mom, and we were walking up the Captol. And this wasChristmas
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vacaton, which wasbefore JohnsonOsnaugural. Therewere a few signs that said onOtCome on the
Cayitol GroundsOand we sort of figuredthat wasmace for tourists. | figured that wasfor tourists. And so
we started up the Cagtol Hill and Cagtol cops came from everywhere, and so we stopped And they said,
OYou carDtomehereOl said, ONejust live on the other side of the Cagitol and IO got really tiredlittle
kids.OWe all had our skatesslung over our shouldersand | aked, OGinOwe just go up? ItOll cut off a
couple blocks.ONo way. Y ou might have bombs in those skatesO

PROSKY: Oh, my goodness.

DRISCOLL: So, the concernabout terrarists pre-dated our currert times But that wasthe first timethat

| canrecall ary real effort to keep people off the Cagtol grounds.
PROSKY: Off the Cagtol grounds.

DRISCOLL: Certainly not before then We would go and watch and go and see parades Actually we
were on the northead corner going into the Cagitol on Constitution and the turning placethere, watching
the cortege carrying KemedyO$ody. And we could see Jackie and her veil and behind her wasBobby
Kemedy with Cardine on hislap. And every line on his face wasetchedin grief. It wasso drawn and
down like the tragedy mas, which | always thought was sort of exaggeraed His face wanOt
exaggeraed. And just after they passed somelody had arado and Jack Ruby wasshot. And the crowd
panickedand ran We had Chrisin astroller and a one-and-a-half and atwo-and-a-half. We thought we
were going to getrun over. We finally just stayedstill and let pegple move araund. But to seeKemedyOs
facewasvery moving. And he had never beenone of my particular favorites but that did something.

Trying to carry on so that when his death came so shortly thereafer E Sobeing on Cagtol Hill E
PROSKY: It gave you afeelng of being a part of things?

DRISCOLL: It does A little part

PROSKY: Yeah yeah Anything else?

DRISCOLL: | donOthink so. Thark you E PeaemarchesE

PROSKY: Pea® marches okay.

DRISCOLL: Tons ard tons of peae marchesand Cesar ChavezOgrape pickers too. Always with kids
on the fl oor, and someimeswith visiting professors from some universty or other who hadheardabout a
getting a spaceto stay from friends of friends. And | think that wasgood for our boys, the experience that

peaple care about and regectothers, erjoy their diversty, and arewilling to take a standN what we had
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hopedfor whenwe movedinto this community in 1960. Yes Cagtol Hill wasa good placeto grow up.
Goodbye. Thark you.

END OF INTERVIEW
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